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Now as against this indefeasible claim or
Mary Stuart's there went the following points
in practice:
First, she was not English. She was born
to the throne of Scotland, she had been brought
up in France, she was an alien; for Scotland in
those days was regarded as alien to England and
even as one of the chief enemies of England.
Again, because Scotland always allied herselr
with France in order to preserve her independ-
ence against her neighbour England, Mary Stuart,
had been married to the heir of the French king,
and during the brief reign of that heir (who died
a few months after his succession) she was
actually Queen of France. At the moment
when Mary Tudor died she was living in France
as the wife of this young heir. To have made
her Queen of England then would have meant
the probable amalgamation, in the near future
of Scotland, England and France under one
crown. That would have been a loss of national
independence for England.
Also there could have been no question of
the French court releasing her and bringing her
over to England, though she was made, of
course, to affirm her rightful claim at once.
Further, it was all important to Philip, the
King of Spain, of whom the French were the
dangerous rivals and enemies, to prevent French